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THOMAS MeKEAN, Jr, HOUSE - B AT

269 5o, Pifth Street, Philadelphia 6, Pa. CEAEEH LA
R4

Owner - demolished Cetober 1957 . o
last owner, U.S, Covernmeni, part of Independence National Historical

Park Project

Date of Freciion - probsbly 1816

Philadelvhia Directories 1816-1837 list Thomas J. McKean as residing

at 117 So. 5th Street {now 269 So. 5th Sh.)

The Mubtual Assurance Fire Swrvey for 271 So. 5th Street states thsi
hoere was no house on elther side in 18LL. Tt was bulli as now
sbonding (with alterations) before 1839 when it wes swveyed for
the Contributionship Inmsurance Company, Policy No. 5421 {survey
appended ). '

It can be assumed thalb Thomas McKean, Jr. moved into a new house

In 1816 when his residence ol this address was firgt listed, It may
also be asguned that thls house was the house which was surveyed.
for Henry Pratt MeKean in 1839 as there is no mention that it was

a new house at that itime.

Date of Viewlns -~ September 30 - October 3, 1957

Pregent condition - Previous to denoilt*on, the front facade was in doubliful
condition with seitiing brickwork. The original window frames and
docr frame were in good condltion. The interior had been greatly
changed before the 1805 resurvey when most of the interior walls
had Deen btorn oul as the building was chenged fvom residential to
business use. A& four story back bullding had heen added sometime

after 1865, There was sign of a fire at the top of the stairway.

Plan -~ On cach of the lower floors there were two rooms with a passage
and the stairwell in the middle with windows copening to the north.

wide, 41 £5. 5 1,2 inches to bottom of cornice

Facade - 23 feet
Three storlcs with baucmend
Wails of brick in Flemich bond still with orviginal scinbing
with morbtar pressed in with three sitrokes
Rasemend: faced with muxble, 4 £4. 1 1/2 inches high, including
mﬁ ble water COUrSE, One wlndor and one door

ound floor with entrance doos on bOLI“, next to party wall,
Pregent door added cbout 1880, with Eastlake dezign. Door
opening spanncd by &n eli1bt1ca1 aren, with marble facing
and orrnamented impost bleocks and keystone, Two windows
with nlain gloss, latber additions. Height of ground
floor 13vV70,
Second floor helgh‘
sashes of 12 lﬁ
with ornamental

. Three windows with double hung
. Marble sills and merble lintels
ocks wiih incised elrcles,
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Degeription cont'd
Facade cont'd

Third floor 10" 5" with three windows with double hung sashes of
gix lights.
Tin cornice edges flat roof.

South wall is a party wall.

North wall of original building 50' in depth, brick now covered with

stucco. Wall broken by two large windows which light the stairwell
and hence are not on floor levels in the front part of the building,
The back rooms are lighted by two windows, one on eilther side of the
back chimney. There was also a chimmey going up the north wall in
the middle of the front rooms.

East Wall, original state not known ag four story addition now there.

Interior - The freming is of wood. The walls were plastered. Some handsome

History -

References

moldings remained in the upgtairs front room. The stairs were
exceptionally handsome. The first floor stairs were taken ocut and
gtraight stairs put in against the north wall. The upper floors
have the originsl geometrical stairs set in an oval stairwell into
which large flat windows had been inserted. The balusiers were
turned. Lead brackets of varying sizes were used.

The doors and windows bad pilaster architraves with Gothic and bead
moBdings.

After serving as a residence until after the Civil Var, it was
used ag a workshop. The firm of Dubs & Co.--- Joiners vacated
it just before demolition.

Contributionship Compeny Survey No., 5421
Moy 9,1839 - $3500. by Joan C. Evans
resurvey fugust 21, 1865
Charles E. Peterson's files in INHPP
Restoration Drawings by William Murtagh and C.E.Peterson
Measuring Field Books

Agnes A, Gilchrist
Architeetursl Historian
National Park Service
120 South Third Street
Philadelphia &6, Pa.



"I have Surveyed, by order of Honry Pratt McKeen a House situsie
on the Esst side of Fifth Street, South of Prune 3treet No.

Being 23 feet front 50 fect deep - ithree storiles high, 14 & 9 in..
walls. The lower story is divided in two rooms, short passage &
stair case in the middic. The floor of clean yellow pine hase
roumnd, single mouldings & pilaster architraves marble mantles
with colums & poles to two pair of large folding doors & main
~doors of mahogany Glass 14 by 22" panneld inside shutters &
oubside Venetian do. back. —— The 2nd story in these rooms &
large closet on the landing-floor of cléan vellow pine base round,
| pilaster architraves - rocess & breast closchts marble mentles,
one with colums & one with swell;n pilasters--glass 14 by 22%--

. pannel’d inside shutters front & back, —- The 3rd story in three
rooms & closet as below--floor of clean white pine—-base round;
plain pilaster architraves--wooden mantles with pilasters, beeded
& fluﬁedn—reeess & breast closcis--glass 14 by 24 & 14 by 261
pannel!'d inside shutters front & béak -~ all the sash dﬁle. hung-~
Garret in two rooms--plastered, two large circular head'dormgr
wiﬁdowsé;skylight & trap door in the roof~~stairs, open & oval
well—nbrécketted—turn'd ballusters, continued rail of'mahOgany
.) ,.from'the cellar to the garret. The kitchen in the cellar & room

- fromt-flodr of comn. yellow pine plain baSe; single mouldings,

*5Hmn$1e'shelf, dresser closet & pantry--glass 10 by 14" outside



.' shutbers-~nlain Fave front & bask--copper gutiers & tin pipes
. 5 Mo, 11th - 183© John C. Evans
No., 5421 Mey 9, 1839 Dollarg 3500 2% §70

T. MeKean H, Prati McKean




